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Clinical Notes: with special reference to Bier’s 
Hyperemic Treatment of Inflammatory Phenomena 
in our Patients.* 


By J. 8. MacCann, M.R.C.V.S., Tullamore. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen :—In_ presenting 


my paper this evening I feel that I am only fulfilling | 


a duty which is incumbent on all members of our 
Association to help to carry out one of its principal 
objects, namely, to bring forward matters of profes- 
sional interest for discussion at our meetings. <A 


young practitioner, like myself, needs all the help | 


he can get. His worries are manifold, and it is but 
seldom he has anyone at hand to tide him over his 
difficulties. Here he can meet his professional 
friends, and, so far as my experience goes, these 
latter are delighted to help to solve the riddles of 
the inexperienced, and unreservedly assist any who 
seek their advice. I feel that the younger members 
of the veterinary profession do not realise the oppor- 
tunities they lose and the benefits they miss by not 
being active members of their various societies, 
and regularly attending the meetings. The older 
men are true to their societies, and attend regularly, 
but I am sorry to have to admit that the young men, 
who may reap the richer harvest from such atten- 
dances, are often conspicuous by their absence. 
I now beg the favour of your attention while I read 
my notes on a few cases. 

SPASM OF THE DIAPHRAGM (commonly called 
Hiccough). 

Subject :_An aged grey cob gelding. The con- 
dition had been present for a couple of hours prior 
to my visit. 

Symptoms :—The cob’s head was poked torward, 
and there was a look of utter bewilderment about 
the poor brute. Patchy sweating was seen, the 
whole body reverberated, practically synchronous 
with each heart beat, and the sound of each spasm 
a dull thud—-was quite audible. The pulse was, of 
course, agitated, but the temperature was normal. 

Treatment :—A hypodermic injection of three grains 
of morphia. I left a colic draught and a purgative 
with the owner, with instructions that these were 
to be administered when the symptoms abated. 
The horse was normal in a short time. 

There was no history of dietetic error, and there 
has never been a recurrence of the affection. 


* Presented to the Veterinary Medical Association of lreland at the 
Royal Veterinary College, Ballsbridge, on May 16th, 1923. 


I record this case because it is the only one of its 
kind with which I have met since I first saw practice, 


LIGHTNING SHocKk.——Subject : 
about 13 hands. 

History :~ On the previous night there had been a 
terrific thunderstorm. On the morning following, 
the pony, which had been out during the storm, 
| was found standing under a hedge “ as stiff as a post.” 
| Symptoms :—On my arrival the pony was still 
| in the same position. At first glance she appeared 
| 
| 


An aged pony mare, 


to exhibit all the symptoms of tetanus. With great 
difficulty we moved her into a loose box. The 
| neck muscles were all in a state of spasm; there was 
a fixed stare in the eyes; trismus was present—the 
jaws could not be opened even by the help of a lever 

the ears were pricked—the tai] was not rigid, and the 
limbs were fairly stiff. There was no shooting 
of the membrana mititans across the eye, as in tetanus. 
Water was poured through the nostrils, but she was 
unable to swallow, evidently from spasm of the 
cesophagus. The attack was so sudden and the 
circumstances so pointed that I came to the conclusion 
that the symptoms were due to the effects of the storm. 

I omitted to mention that the pony had _ been 
broken-winded for a long time. 

Treatment: I gave a hypodermic of morphia 
and atropine, and ordered warm stupes and massage. 
The symptoms gradually abated, and I never saw my 
patient again. I heard, however, that she died a 
fortnight later. 

Perhaps some of you have had similar cases. 


a 

TUBERCULOSIS OF THE LARYNX.—Subject :—A big, 
white, four years’ old shorthorn bullock. The owner 
was anxious to have him tubed, so that he could 
send him to Dublin on the following day. 

Symptoms :—There was great dyspneea present. 
and it was with difficulty that he was moved into a 
stable. Externally there was no enlargement or 
displacement of the larynx. Tracheotomy was 
easily performed, and an emergency tube inserted. 
On examination per os the pharynx was found 
normal, but on putting my fingers into the larynx. 
I encountered a number of small wart-like growths 
which almost excluded the lumen. I pulled out 
three of the growths, and on inspection they appeared 
like tubercles. The late Professor Mettam, to whom 
I posted the specimens, confirmed my opinion, and 
stated that the case was a rare and interesting one of 
tuberculosis of the larynx, He expressed a wish to 
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have the larynx sent on for preservation. I was 
unable to procure the specimen, as the beast had been 
slaughtered some days when I received his letter. 


“ KNUCKLING OveR” OF THE HIND FETLOCKS IN 
Youne Horses.—-I have very frequently met with 
this affection in the early autumn in animals usually 
one and a half years old. As a rule the trouble 
affects the hind fetlocks, and is of sudden onset. 
Seen to-day, the horse is quite normal, while to-morrow 
the deformity is noticed. 

Symptoms :—-The fetlocks are straight or in a state 
of extreme flexion. On lifting the leg, it is impossible 
to extend the joint, but the animal evinces no signs 
of pain on manipulation. There is no heat in the 
legs and no swelling: in fact, nothing seems abnormal 
save the “ knuckling over.” 

In a couple of cases the trouble disappeared in 
forty-eight hours. In one case the fetlocks gradually 
regained their normal position in about eight weeks. 
As for the rest, they never completely recovered. 
Even though the degree of flexion became lessened 
while standing, they always shot over during move- 
ment. 

Treatment :~-I never found any satisfactory method. 
My efforts were really of the nature otf “ Placebo,” 
massage, liniments, and blistering of the muscles 
of the leg. In those cases which recovered nature, 
like the law, had to take its course. In none of the 
authorities which I have consulted could I find any 
method of treatment for this ailment. 


A Post-EXAMINATION INCIDENT. — Subject :—— A 
four-year-old harness gelding, passed sound by me 
at one of our monthly horse fairs. He was found 
by his new owner on the following morning to be 
suffering from passive luxation of the patella of 
one of the hind limbs. This gentleman lived in a 
district out of my practice, but wrote to a friend a 
piteous letter on the subject, and the latter called on 
me in due course. Naturally the news was not 
pleasant. I explained to my friend that the condition 
may have never occurred previously in this horse. 
But he answered that on two successive mornings 
the same thing happened when the horse was about 
to be led from the stable. I advised that the owner 
should consult his own veterinary surgeon if tHe 
condition continued to recur. I pointed out that it 
was an unfortunate business, but no symptom was 
discovered during examination to cause the least 
suspicion of the condition which afterwards presented 
itself. 

I heard no more of this horse. We are all familiar 
with the above conditions, but it was my tirst 
experience of such following upon my examination 
for soundness. 

The question of examinations reminds me that we 
do not always look closely for a case of bad rupture 
of the perineum in mares which have been bred from. 
When the mare is trotted, a very distinct note or 
sound is given out, and every dealer calls that mare a 
“Fluter.” The sound is very objectionable to the 
man who follows her. Would that constitute an 
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unsoundness ? An Army purchaser would not take a 
present of such an animal. 


Mare’s Resistance TO Sepsis.—About eight years 
ago I was called out, in the early hours of the 
morning, to attend a cob mare with colic imme- 
diately after foaling. On arrival at the case I 
found the mare had recovered from her colic. As I 
was in a great hurry to get home to catch an early 
train, I did not think it necessary to make a manual 
examination of the uterus. I administered a simple 
draught, and left my patient apparently normal. 
Five days later I got an urgent message to attend the 
mare. She was straining violently, the messenger 
said, and some of her bowels were protruding under 
the tail. I went at once and found, truly enough. 
bowels protruding—-not the mare’s bowels, but 
those of a stinking second foetus. Without much 
difiticulty 1 withdrew it, and the after-birth, also 
stinking, followed immediately. The uterus was 
swabbed with a solution of creolin, and two iodoform 
and boric. pessaries placed therein. There was no 
after treatment and the mare never looked back. 
That mare is still in the same ownership, and has bred 
successfully since. 

I record this case, not for the sake of pleasant 
recollections, but to show the resistance of that mare 
to sepsis. Her uterus was open for five days and yet 


not the slightest symptom of general infection 
resulted. The owner was a simple mountain farmer, 


but I did not ask for a second fee. 


Gastric — FISTULA, Subject + -A five-year-old 
cow. 
History: She had been in indifferent health for 


about three weeks, and looked very tucked up and 
unthrifty. The owner had administered unlimited 
purgatives. On the day previous to my visit he 
noticed that, after taking a drink of water, a thin 
stream trickled from a wound beneath her abdomen. 
In the evening the same thing occurred. I was, 
therefore, called upon to endeavour to stem the flowing 
tide. 

Diagnosis ; 1 found a small fistula just behind the 
ensiform cartilage towards the left side. A long 
probe was easily inserted in the upward direction. 
At three inches distance it met something metallic. 
The fistula was enlarged, and I inserted my finger, 
and felt the end of what seemed like a piece of wire. 
With a little pressure it moved towards the skin, 
and with the aid of an artery forceps I removed a 
portion of the stays of an umbrella about eight inches 
in length. I have with me the offending body. 
I kept it as a curiosity. 

The owner told me that the opening healed, but 
the cow gradually declined in health and died in 
four weeks. 

I need hardly state that this cow had a never-to- 
be-appeased penchant for eating sticks, stones, rags, 
boots, etc. In fact, I am sure the contents of her 
stomachs would have proved a veritable windfall 
to an enterprising general dealer. 
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A Form or GANGRENOUS INFECTION OF THE 
Upper 1n Cows :-During a very warm dry summer, 
about six years ago, there was, in my district, a regular 
epidemic of this form of udder trouble. The infection 
was of a most virulent type, and ran a course of from 
forty-eight hours to four days, with a very high rate 
of mortality. In one month I treated about fifty 
such cases. and, as far as I can remember, only five 
recovered. During the summer of 1920 I had four 
cows similarly affected, and, of these, one was dead 
on arrival, one died, and two recovered. 

Symptoms :-These were briefly as follows: The 
cow was noticed to have a poor appetite, and was 
uneasy, and the milk was decreased in quantity. 
As a rule one quarter alone was affected, and the 
milker noticed a change in the nature of the secretion. 
It became thin and watery, and gradually attained 
a reddish hue. At the same time there was present 
a very bad odour. The last case I had in 1920 was 
typical. The milker, on noticing the unusual 
discharge, took care to evacuate the quarter again 
in a couple of hours. After there was a considerable 
quantity removed, this time of a thin nature, with a 
reddish hue and a very foetid odour. When I saw the 
cow that afternoon the owner told me she had eaten 
some hay in the morning, but did not care about 
food or drink at this time. The temperature was 
104°F., and the pulse fast but strong. The nose was 
still dewy, the eye showed no appreciable change, and 
the skin over the ribs was quite loose. The discharge 
from the affected quarter was thin, reddish, verv 
abundant, and with a feetid odour. On drawing 
the teat. after evacuating the contents, a volume of 
gas escaped. The quarter itself at this time 
appeared and felt normal. I pronounced the con- 
dition as very grave.- [ pointed out to the owner 
that there was one chance for her: that was to allow 
me to remove the teat at once. To this he would 
not consent. He doubted the gravity of the attack, 
and said he wanted to sell the cow next fair day, 
and what good would a cow be with only three paps ¢ 
I said: * Better have a live cow with three than a 
dead one with four.” Still he was obstinate, and under 
the circumstances I gave an emollient dressing, ordered 
hot stupes and evacuation of the contents of the 
quarter every hour. Before leaving, | warned my 
client that he should call me again on the following 
morning if the cow was getting worse. At 1 p.m. 
next day I was called out. I found the cow out 
on the haggard wobbling about like a drunken man. 
The udder was of huge dimensions, and the affected 
teat purple in colour and as cold as ice. A _ portion 
of the quarter around the teat was also piscine 
I immediately removed the teat. There was a great 
rush of very foetid gas and very little fluid. 7 should 
have stated that all over the udder there was crepi- 
tation. The temperature was sub-normal, and she 
was dead in half an hour. 

Early in the big epidemic I did not remove the 
teats of the affected quarter, but even when I resorted 
to this expedient the infection was so virulent that 
the majority of the patients succumbed. Most of 
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the cases were not seen until symptoms of septic 
intoxication were very pronounced. In the few 
cases to which I was called early enough, after 
amputation of the teat the rest was plain sailing. 

The two cases which recovered in 1920 were seen 
by me immediately the owners noticed the change 
in the udder secretion, and in each case they allowed 
me to amputate the teat. The infection subsided 
once the air gained entrance to the quarter, and there 
was little further functional disturbance. In each 
case I ordered constant fomentation and massage. 
Internally, saline laxative and sloppy diet were 
prescribed. 

The epidemic was spread out over a very large 
area, but I never saw two cases on the one premises. 
Where infection arose I could not find out. 

In connection with the udder, I would like to hear 
of the experiences of those who have used formalin 
and turpentine in cases of mastitis in cows. Personally 
I have never used either. 

A Parasitic MANGE Prescription.-I should 
iike here to refer to the treatment which I have found 
most expeditious in combating the ravages of the 
acarus in parasitic mange in horses. For a couple 
of years after the termination of the great war I had 
several outbreaks of parasitic mange in my district. 

The dressing I applied exclusively was that used 
in the army. I give you the prescription, and from 
personal experience I found no reason to complain 
of its efficiency. [It gave splendid results. 


Hydrag. Preecip. Alb. 6s ‘acl 

Sulphur. Sub. Rs id w“« we 

Acid Carbol. Pur. ... ae ve: ae 

Adepis ee: wile - . 3Xvi 
Ft. ung. 


| clip the body and limbs all over. Rub well 
into the affected areas. On the following day dry 
wisp the body all over vigorously. Repeat this 
grooming for two days. Then re-apply the ointment 
and continue as beiore. Continue the treatment as 
long as necessary. 


Bier’s Hyperamic TREATMENT OF INFLAMMATION, 


° 

Before enumerating some very satisfactory results 
which I have obtained from the use ot this form of 
treatment, I consider that it will be of interest to 
give here a brief account of its origin, principle, 
and methods of application. ° 

Years ago medical men, especially Leennen, asserted 
that cyanosis is antagonistic to tuberculosis. 
Rokitansky emphatically supported the contention 
that people with marked valvular disease of the 
heart are seldom attacked by pulmonary tuberculosis. 
Such lesions, of course, dam back the blood in the 
lungs. Two others point out the great liability to 
pulmonary tuberculosis of patients with anemic 
lungs because of stenosis of the pulmonary artery. 
The discovery of the utilisation of this knowledge 
in treatment was made by Professor Bier, of Berlin. 

Bier believes that hyperemia as inflammation is a 
reaction on the part of the organism; that is, it is 
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nature’s effort to remove an irritant and to supply 
increased nutritive material ; hence that it is desirable, 
and should not be combated by cold, but should be 
favoured by every means in our power. Bier 
endeavours to increase the hyperemia cf an inflamed 
region, or to produce hypereemia in an area ot disease. 
He regards hyperemia as beneticial, stasis as harmful ; 
hence he causes or increases hypereemia and combats 
stasis. Stasis lowers tissue resistance and may cause 
gangrene. The increase in the amount of moving 
blood in a part means an increase in the number of 
phagocytes and the amount of germicidal liquor. 

Bier’s teachings are as important in the explanation 
of inflammatory processes as they are in the treatment 
of the same. In accepting these teachings we are 
obliged to part with the time-honoured views which, 
up to the present, have been accepted as almost 
pathological articles of faith. Hitherto we considered 
it our first duty to fight every kind of inflammation, 
since inflammations were considered to be detrimental. 
~ Bier teaches just the opposite, namely: by arti- 
ficial means to increase three of the four cardinal 
symptoms of acute inflammation—heat, redness, 
and swelling, 

By the method of treatment recommended by Bier, 
the surgeon induces nervous, passive, or obstructive 
hyperemia by means of an elastic bandage. or a 
cupping glass; active or arterial hyperemia by means 
of hot air. 

Obstructive hyperemia by means of Elastic Bandage : 

This method is of use in our patients, principally 
in diseased processes of the limbs. And it is the 
only method which can easily be employed in treat- 
ment of the larger animals. In human practice 
the constrictor recommended is the soft broad Esmarch 
bandage. Persuually I have found the ordinary 
web elastic bandage, three inches in width, more 
suitable, and more easy to affix properly. With 
the aid of a safety pin the bandage cannot become 
loose when in position on the limb. In the human 
subject the bandage applied, for instance, above the 
elbow, should not be so tight as to cut off the pulse 
at the wrist or to cause unpleasant sensations—-pain, 
or very rapid distention of the subcutaneous veins. 
In our patients the bandage is applied fairly tight, and 
watch kept of the effect on the behaviour of the 
animal. As a rule when a finger can be without 
much trouble passed between the bandage and the 
skin then the proper degree ot compression has been 
obtained. The bandage should not be so tight as 
to cause extra pain. If pain was not present before, 
the bandage must not produce it. 

In chronic conditions the bandage is usually 
employed daily for one, two, three, or four hours at 
a time. The medical authorities which I have 
consulted state that, when the bandage: is left on for 
longer than three hours at a time temporary cedema 
may arise. Such has not been my experience, 


except in my first case when a long Esmarch bandage 
was used, details of which I shall give later. In 
every other case I used about three feet of three-inch 
web elastic bandage. 


The layman who really carries 
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out the details of the treatment can more easily apply 
the web properly,.and the safety pin keens the bandage 
on the proper stretch. 

In acute cases it is used for twelve to fifteen or 
twenty hours a day. The bandage is always applied 
well above the affected region, and the only appliance 
used on the inflamed region is one to keep the part 
clean and free from injury. Between the periods 
of application of constriction the discharge, if any. 
is washed off with a simple antiseptic solution. 

Where hyperemia by means of elastic compression 
is not feasible, it can be produced by suction, i.e., 
the cupping glass. This can be used on any part 
of the body, whenever a localised acute infection 
or an open wound such as a sinus or granulation 
is present. Hot air is generated in wooden or metal 
boxes specially constructed to suit the respective 
case. This represents an arterial hyperemia. As 
neither of these latter is easily applicable to our 
patients, I will not deal further with them. 

In concluding my explanation of this form of 
treatment, I wish to emphasise its cardinal points :— 

1. The aim of Bier’s treatment is to increase 
the beneficent inflammatory hyperemia resulting 
from the fight of the living body against invasion. 

2. The blood must continue to circulate; there 
must be no stasis of the blood. 

3. The degree of obstructive hyperemia is correct 
if the patient is not in the least annoyed by the bandage 
applied. 

The question arises as to what pathological con- 
ditions commend themselves to the use of Bier’s 
treatment. In a word, every form of inflammation 
may be treated by hyperemic methods, except in 
spreading inflammation—for instance—erysipelas. 

I have treated successfully by this method bad 
penetrating wounds of the frog and sole of the foot, 
open corono-pedal joints, quittor, injuries to the 
hoofs in cattle which had not yielded to ordinary 
treatment, open knee joint, and other conditions 
which I will explain later. 

There is one great point about Bier’s treatment 
which will prove a great inducement to the sceptic 
to give it a trial. If the treatment does no good, 
its application will leave no harmful effects. 

In human practice it has been used with great 
success in joint tuberculosis, although numerous 
and very brief applications are necessary in ununited 
fractures. In purulent affections of large joints 
Bier has found it extremely useful. He empties 
the joint with a trochar, washes it with carbolic 
solution, puts on a dressing, but does not immobilise, 
and retains the band from twenty to twenty-two 
hours a day. As soon as acute symptoms subside 
he uses hot air. The reduction of the daily period 
of hyperemia is gradually brought about before 
substituting the hot air. In cases of gonorrheal 
joints this form of treatment gives the best chance of 
cure without deformity, and in chilblains also. It is 
claimed that obstructive hyperemia by means of the 
elastic bandage or cupping glass is of great value in 
infections. It may abolish the infection, prevent 
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suppuration, and hasten the process to a conclusion. 
The elastic band may be used upon a testicle, the 
scrotum, or the head. 

In cases where the elastic band cannot be employed, 
cupping glasses may be used partial vacuum being 
established in the glass by means of a rubber bulb 
or pump. 

Mr. McCann concluded by detailing a number of 
varied cases in which he had achieved success by the 
use of Bier’s treatment. 


DISCUSSION. 


The PRESIDENT, in inviting discussion of the points 
placed before them by Mr. McCann, said the paper had 
been a most interesting one from every aspect and he 
deplored the lateness of the hour which might curtail the 
full discussion he would have liked to have had on it. 
Mr. McCann, he added, had classified the cases which he 
had mentioned as ‘‘common-place.”” They were just 
the cases, he urged, which required to be dealt with in 


‘ ’ 


an expert manner. He called on Professor Craig to open 
the discussion. 

Professor CRAIG said the matter presented to them 
that evening contained a considerable number of inter- 
esting cases, which showed that Mr. McCann was an 
enthusiast in the matter of Bier’s treatment for various 
ailments in animals. Before mentioning De _ Bier’s 
treatment, Mr. McCann had, he thought, dealt with 
nine clinical cases, which would form a very good source 
of discussion for one evening alone, without considering 
the question of De Bier’s treatment at all. Professor 
Craig then commented on the various clinical cases 
described by Mr. McCann, and discussed the views held 
regarding their etiology. 

Mr. Howarp supported Professor Craig’s vote of thanks 
to Mr. McCann for his very excellent paper. Mr. McCann 
was to be congratulated on the trouble he had taken in its 
preparation, and on the detail to which he had gone in 
each of his cases. He was to be felicitated on the success 
he had enjoyed in their treatment. He was interested 
in the case of the knuckling over in young horses. He 
Was anxious to know if the horses treated had been of any 
particular breed, or whether they had been fed on par- 
ticularly low-lying lands. It was noticed, sometimes, 
animals of a particular breed were subject to the trouble, 
and continued subject to it. The defect was seen in even 
three or four-year-olds. It might, he thought, be attri- 
butable to nervous affection or lack of proper nourishment 
and feeding. , 

The case of luxation of the patella mentioned was also 
a very interesting one—found, as it was, the morning 
alter the horse had been examined. It would be of 
interest to know whether the veterinary surgeon was 
liable, or would be considered to have made a serious 
blunder, in passing the animal in such a condition. He 


had, he recollected, seen such cases in young animals that 
recovered subsequently. He had, in fact, seen during the 
previous winter two pony colts in such a plight; every 
morning their hind legs were stiff, and they were unable 
to move. Referring to a case of split perineum he had 
met, he said it was not clear whether it would be considered 
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purposes, but for work. It was a condition, however, 
that would give rise to an unpleasant situation in the use 
of the horse, and, in his opinion, it should be regarded as 
an unsoundness. 

The gangrenous udder case cited was also an interesting 
one. Serious trouble was experienced with it every year 
in various places. It was difficult to understand how it 
happened that cows which appeared all right one day 
were found affected the next. With regard to the question 
of mange dressings, he wished to endorse what had been 
said by Professor Craig on the subject; it was largely a 
matter of “ elbow grease.” 

Dealing with Bier’s treatment, he admitted that it was 
successful at times, but it was known to fail very often, 
too. Success depended on the particular case to be dealt 
with. He would again like to thank Mr. McCann for his 
paper, his details and his opinions. 

Mr. Conway thought that Mr. McCann had not men- 
tioned the treatment he had administered in the case of 
the knuckling of the fetlocks. He himself was of opinion 
that treatment was unnecessary in the case of foals. 

The PrEsIDENT drew attention to Mr. McCann’s state- 
ment that he had applied blisters in such cases above the 
defective part. 

Mr. Conway stated that he had had three or four cases 
in bred foals, but he had not used Bier’s treatment. 











an unsoundness in an animal required, not for breeding 


Intimating that he would probably try it in the future, he 
said he wished to associate himself with the vote of thanks 
proposed to Mr. McCann. 

Mr. Doan, having thanked the lecturer for his paper, 
adverted to cases of mammitis referred to therein. He 
was of the opinion that the profession should do a lot more 
work in connection with this matter with a view to ascer- 
taining the causal organisms. ‘The disease was too often 
a fatal one, considerable trouble being experienced in 
treatment. With reference to the removal of the teats, 
years ago farmers had often undertaken this themselves. 
The disease was attributable to different organisms, 
which in part accounted for the trouble in effecting a cure, 
death often occurring in 48 hours. In two or three cases 
which he had, in which death occurred, he found that the 
acute mammitis was due to tubercle bacilli. Such cases, 
however, were rare. Two or three years ago there was a 
big outbreak of mammitis, and the dry season was held 
to be a predisposing factor. 

With regard to mange, he thought there was a great 
deal in the nature of the dressing used in the treatment. 
Very often a dermatitis was set up from which it was 
impossible to distinguish mange. In these cases it might 
require as long as three months to curc. He had found 
that the horses that responded best to treatment were 
those that were completely clipped all over. He advocated 
the use of ordinary sulphur ointment, which, though very 
dear during the war, had shown good results. Success, 
he was satisfied, also depended on the method of applica- 
tion. He had seen some very serious results follow the 
use of rape oil ; some horses had died in two or three days 
after its application. 

Bier’s hyperwmic treatment, as illustrated by the 
lecturer, appeared to be very interesting, and he hoped 
to use it if a case offered itself. He had some instances 


, some time ago which had proved difficult to treat, and it 
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was his intention, he concluded, to try the treatment in 
the future. 

Mr. O’Dea said he was particularly struck by Mr. 
McCann’s application of Bier’s treatment. He had not 
tried this treatment himself; what he had used for open 
joint was pure sodium bicarbonate, and he had found the 
opening healed up the following day. Briefly, the method 
he had adopted was to clean the wound thoroughly, apply 
the treatment and cover up the part affected with a band- 
age. He had some cases in yearlings. and treated the 
ailment as a constitutional one, with good results, although 
some of the horses concerned grew up with deformed legs. 

Regarding the question of gastric fistula, he had had 
an interesting example of this. He first saw the animal 
post-mortem, and the history of the case given to him was 
that it had been bad for ten months, and two abscesses 
had developed in the flank. They had been dealt with by 
a “ quack,” but Fad broken out anew after treatment. 
When called in to post-mortem the animal, he probed the 
abscesses and found something metallic—two umbrella 
wires—under the skin, and apparently ten months in 
position. 

In relation to the use of formalin, referred to by Mr. 
McCann in his paper, he mentioned that he had tried it, 
but could not say that the results had been encouraging. 

As to 
bandage in a case of foot trouble would help to prevent 
He imagined it would be 

In hospitals, where he 


Bier’s treatment, he wondered if the use of a 


the formation of ha matomata. 
useful, if not applied too tightly. 
had noticed such cases, the affected part was covered in 
layers and layers of cotton wool, and well bandaged 
afterwards. He thought its efficient application had a 
lot to do with the success of the treatment. From his 
own experience he found it best to use cotton wool in 
cases of that nature. 

In dealing with cases of quittor, he explained, he used 
tincture of iodine and cotton wool, and as much strain as 
possible. 

He would like to ask where Mr. McCann applied the 
bandage in case of swelling. Was 
hock ? 

Professor O'CONNOR said he had listened with great 
pleasure to the cases described, each of which was very 
interesting andinstructive. He might not quite remember 
all the details of the cases dealt with, but he could say 
that Mr. McCann had certainly been successful with 
Bier’s treatment. No useful purpose could be served by 


his discussing all of them, but he would like to remark 


it below or above the 


on a few here and there. 

Apropos of the case of fistula of the stomach, the result 
of which he did not quite recall, he mentioned that he had 
seen a couple of cases of fistula of the intestine. Two of 
them were horses, and resulted from strangulated hernia. 
One was a yearling colt, in which the bowel was perforated 
and the intestinal contents were escaping. The animal 
was in perfect health, however, and looked quite well. 
Apparently what had happened was that a local peritonitis 
had occurred in the vicinity, causing adhesions, cutting 
off the affected region, and the bowel became perforated 
and the fistula formed. He learned afterwards that a cure 
was effected in this instance. 

The next example he remembered was in the case of an 


He saw ou @Xamina- 


aged horse, a tinker’s from Kildare. 











tion that it was a case of hernia that had ruptured. There 
was an orifice in the region of the centre of the hernia. 
It 
water partaken of 


for a week, and in four minutes 
No 
The animal was put into the 


existence 
came out through the opening. 
treatment was adopted. 
stable and tincture of iodine merely applied. 


was in 


Knowing 
that the case was recent, it was thought it might heal. 
But one morning the horse was found dead from some 


other cause. It was discovered on post-mortem that the 


ilium was attached to the abdominal wall by fibrous 
adhesions. 
The third case was that of a Pekingese dog with a ventral 


the When 
brought in nothing was done, but about five weeks later 


hernia on the right side of prepuce. first 
it was again brought in with a discharging orifice in the 
centre of the hernia, through which a piece of bone pro- 
truded. The 


Nothing further was done, but in about seven days it 


bone was removed and fxces escaped. 
healed completely, and the dog made a perfect recovery. 

Professor O’Connor 
He would like to hear 


how long the case took to treat, as some cases, according 


Concerning the case of mange, 


wondered it they were psoroptic. 


to their gravity, were tedious. 

With regard to the subject of Bier’s treatment, he had 
tried it himself, in a few cases, and found it good. Some- 
times, however, the treatment had not been persisted in, 
and sometimes, perhaps, it had not been properly carried 
out. Occasionally, too, the case had been entrusted to 
assistants, and it did not turn out quite as well as it 
might have done. 

He had utilised the treatment after quittor operations, 
and was of the opinion that it had accelerated the healing 
proces... In one case, however, in which he had used it 
it had desired effect. The 
in which he had tried it was on a valuable hunter, suffering 


not had the first instance 


from a long fistula at the back of the knee. Caustics 
were applied for a couple of months, then he thought of 
Bier’s treatment, and put on the bandage tor four hours. 
Considerable swelling followed, and the animal became 
very lame. Although alarmed somewhat at this effect, 
he decided to apply it again: and atter this application 
the fistula healed quickly. 

He had had also a bad case of canker recently, in which 
modes of 


he had tried several treatment, and finally 


Bier’s, with good results. The case was a very grave one ; 
more than half the tissue beneath the wall was affected, 
as well as the frog and sole, and the os pedis was exposed 
and necrotic. 


THE REPLy. 

Mr. McCann, replying, intimated that he was somewhat 
disappointed with the extent of the discussion, but having 
regard to the lateness of the hour and the length of his 
paper, he wished to thank the members for the discussion 
and interchange of experiences, which, to his mind, was 
a most important thing. 

Dealing with the points referred to by Professor Craig 
on the subject of drenching in the case of the animal 
suffering from spasm of the diaphragm, he said that it 
could not have been done in this instance. 

Regarding the cow with adema, he had dealt 
various cases of this nature. 


with 
In dealing with one of them 
he had come across a foreign body in his examination, 
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and from between the ribs he had extracted a piece of wire. 
The patient made good progress afterwards. 

The cases of parasitic mange which he had attended 
had been, fortunately, within easy reach, and he had been 
able to have the treatment which he prescribed carried 
out thoroughly. 

Continuing, Mr. McCann said he was anxious to know 
whether Professor Craig could advance any special cause 
for mastitis. 

In reply to Mr. Howard’s query on the subject of knuck- 
ling over, he indicated that, as a rule, his patients had been 
draught horses, all of them being in good condition. 

The case of the “ fluter,’”’ on which he had commented, 
had come into his mind when drafting the paper, and he 
had related it, as it appeared interesting. 

Concerning Mr. Conway’s remarks on knuckling over, 
Mr. McCann stated that he had tried every form of treat- 
ment forit. Bier’s treatment, he believed, could be used 
on any form of inflammation, but to apply it thoroughly, 
he felt that the surgeon must be an enthusiast. To a very 
great extent its success depended on the reliability of the 
lay attendant in the case. 

The case of hematomata, on which he had touched, 
was really due to pressure of the Esmarch’s rubber ban- 
dage. He never used an Esmarch afterwards. The 
practice of removing the teat, referred to by Mr. Dolan, 
had been a common one with the country people for 
many years. 

Regarding the cases of mange which he had attended, 
some of them had taken three months to recover, and some 
others only six weeks. He had never, he added, found any 
traces of dermatitis during treatment. 

The result of Mr. O’Dea’s treatment of open joint was, 
ne thought, wonderful. For himself, he had tried sodium 
bicarbonate, but had not found it of any avail. He was 
aware of its efficacy in indigestion in the human. 

In reply to the question as to the application of the 
bandage in Bier’s treatment, he said that it was always 
applied as high as possible to allow hyperemia over as 
large an area as possible. In the case of the pony foal 
described, it had been applied above the hock—as high up 
as it could be kept in position. 

In his student days, Mr. McCann recalled, he had been 
present at operations on the ruptured perineum, and he had 
seen a practitioner go to the greatest possible amount of 
trouble with a mare on one occasion without success. 


Dairy Sanitation. 


EDINBURGH’S EFrrortT FoR CLEAN MILK. 





” 


Writing in the Edinburgh Evening News, *‘ Isla Thanet 
says :— 

“Tt must be five-and-twenty years since Sir Leslie 
Mackenzie, then Dr. Leslie Mackenzie, Medical Officer for 
Leith, wrote in his illuminative way of the insanitary 
conditions under which milk was then produced. [| 
remember especially his vivid and racy description of the 
milker arriving at the byre for the first milking, and of the 
different ways in which various contributions of filth 
found their way into the milking pail. 
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“If milk is to-day still ‘the filthiest drink we know,’ 
as was alleged by a Public Health official at the Hull 
Sanitary Congress, it would appear that public authorities 
have made very little progress in milk sanitation generally 
during the last quarter of a century. This, however, 
cannot be said of Edinburgh or Leith (which made its 
individual progress before amalgamation). Mr. Ritchie, 
our chief Sanitary Inspector, states that Edinburgh’s 
system of inspection and supervision of the milk trade 
is well in advance of any other town or city in Great 
Britain. Mr. Gofton, our chief Veterinary Inspector, 
into whose department falls the inspection of dairy cows, 
the sheds and byres, and the testing of the milk produced, 
states that the tests of cleanliness in milk production 
taken under normal working conditions compare favour- 
ably with published reports of similar tests in other towns 
and cities. 


‘*“ All cowkeepers and purveyors of milk have to be 
registered, and are reyuired to take stringent precautions 
against infection and contamination. Recent milk legis- 
lation has considerably strengthened the hands of the 
Public Health officials in this respect, as the local authority 
are now empowered to refuse registration of, or remove 
from the register, retailers of milk, if they consider ‘ that 
the public health is, or is likely to be, endangered by any 
act or default of such persons in relation to 
quality, storage, or distribution of milk.’ It is much to 
be regretted, however, that this provision does not include 
the producer or middleman. 

“About one-half of Edinburgh’s milk supply is pro- 
duced within the city area, and each cowshed and byre is 
visited and every cow inspected once a month by the 
veterinary staff. Samples of the milk of individual cows 
are taken regularly and tested for tubercle and other 
disease bacilli. Considering the number of outlying 
districts which amalgamation has brought into the city 
area, this careful inspection must entail an enormous 
amount of work and organisation. 

“The other half (or rather more than half) of the city’s 
milk is supplied from outside areas, and these are, of 
course, under the supervision of their own local Public 
Health authorities, but in all instances cow herds yielding 
milk for the city’s consumption are subject to inspection 
of the city’s veterinary offigers, if deemed necessary. 
Frequent bacteriological tests of the milk are made. 

“The difficulty with the outside supplies is that the milk 
is usually mixed, so that an infected ‘ yield’ is not so 
readily traced. But when disease germs or other unsatis- 
factory conditions are indicated, the miik supply is stopped, 
if necessary, and a joint investigation with the other Local 
Authority immediately undertaken. Thus, epidemics of 
scarlet fever, diphtheria, and other diseases are averted, 
so far as milk-carrying is concerned. 

* With regard to milk containing general bacteria from 
dirty handling, dirty vessels, insanitary conditions in the 
byre, and any contributions collected on the way from 
producers to dairies, the regular supervision at all stages 
keeps those engaged in the handling of the milk supplies 
up to a certain standard of cleanliness and carefulness, 
and reduces the risks of contamination very considerably. 
Dairies have to conform to the conditions laid down by 
the Local Authority, which ensure proper ventilation and 
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sanitation, cleanliness of the premises and utensils, covering 
of milk containers, etc., and frequent tests of the milk 
are made. Attention is also given to the consignments 
of milk arriving at railway stations, to see that the milk 
cans are in good condition and properly covered. An 
improved type of can is now in general use, with a convex 
cover that prevents rain and dust accumulating on the 
top. 

“There is, however, still room tor improvement, even 
in Edinburgh. Milk is sometimes obtained from pur- 
veyors of high reputation, which is not above suspicion 
so far as age is concerned, or alleged pasteurisation. Some 
supplies, kept under perfect conditions in the house, have 
had a suggestion of putrefaction in the course of a few 
hours. Intimation to the authority should 
always be made when milk is received in an unsatisfactory 


sanitary 


condition. 

*On account of the rapid multiplication of bacteria 
which takes place in warm milk, Public Health officials 
urge that all milk should be ‘cooled’ as soon as it comes 
from the cow. To indicate how yreat a difference may 
exist between the two conditions, Mr. Gofton stated that 
while in one sample of cooled milk, 12 hours after collec- 
tion, the number ot bacteria present was under 1,000 per 
cubic centimetre, another sample of uncooled milk, only 
six hours after collection, contained over 3,000,000 bacteria 
per cubic centimetre. The Edinburgh public, however, 
perhaps on the old Scottish principle of ‘the clartier the 
cosier,’ are alleged to prefer the warm milk with all its 
‘content,’ and the milk producers are therefore reluctant 
to cool it. 

‘The problem in connection with milk production 
which is now concerning Public Health authorities is that 
ot the serious danger of tubercle intection in milk supplies, 
and upon this hinges the growing demand of Public Health 
officials for the compulsory pasteurisation of milk.” 


In the course of subsequent articles “Isla Thanet ” 
Says :- 

“At least 50 per cent. of the forms of tuberculosis to 
which chiidren are especially liable are stated to be caused 
by the milk of tuberculous cows. Dr. John Guy, Tuber- 
culosis Officer for Edinburgh, states in his 1922 report 
that the bovine type of tubercle bacillus causes at least 
30 per cent. of all gland cases, at least 18 per cent. of all 
meningeal cases, 50 per cent. of abdominal forms of 
disease, 58 per cent. where the bones are affected, and 
50 per cent. of the lupus cases. * Until a milk supply 
free from bovine tubercle can be guaranteed,’ he says, 
‘jt is essential that all milk shall be pasteurised.’ 

“In London alone during 1921, it was stated at the 
Hull Sanitary Conference, there were nearly 1,000 deaths 
from these forms of tuberculosis, and a far larger number 
of damaged lives, due to the drinking of infected milk. 

“That the milk of all tuberculous cows is a serious 
source of danger to consumers is surely suggested by the 
Tuberculosis Order of 1914, which requires that cows com- 
ing under any one ot the four heads which 1 have briefly 
summarised be slaughtered, and owners 
compensated for theirloss. This Order was, unfortunately, 
suspended in view of the war, and is still in suspension by 
revsor of ill-advised post-war economy.” 
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“Although Local Authorities have power to remove 
tuberculous cows from dairy byres and milking herds, 
they have no control over the disposal of the affected 
animals, and, therefore, there is no assurance that con- 
demned cows may not find their way into another district 
where local officials are lax or inefficient. In his Veterin- 
ary Report for 1922 Mr. Gofton relates a case of a dealer 
who purchased a cow with tuberculosis of the udder with 
the expressed intention of sending it to a farm in England 
and using its milk for feeding calves.” 

After dealing with the economic and humanitarian 
aspects of the city byre system, the writer concludes :— 

“T have given all my space to the disadvantages of 
city byres. What are the advantages? Briefly, 1 think 
only that of the constant and vigilant inspection of the 
cows, and of their housing, given by the local health 
authority. Tuberculous milk produced locally can be 
at once traced to its source, and the tuberculous cow, 1s 
well as cows undesirable for other health reasons, removed 
from the byre. Our local health officials have not the 
right to inspect the herds in outside areas from which we 
draw milk supplies without reason for suspicion. The 
postponed Dairies (Scotland) Act gives them the right, 
and when that Act comes into operation the last argument 
for the retention of the byres will be, I think, removed.” 





British PERCHERON HoRSE SOCIETY. 


At the October Council meeting of this Society it was 
arranged to ask the R.A.S.E. to admit the following seven 
classes at their 1924 fixture at Leicester :—two-year-old 
colt ; three-year-old colt ; stallions, four years and over ; 
two-year-old filly ; three-vear-old filly ; mare, with foal 
at foot; colt or filly foal, produce of mare in Class 4. 
The total prize money will be £228, in addition to four 
fifty-guinea challenge bowls. The prize money and 
classes were arranged in respect of other 1924 shows. It 
was reported that the entries for Volume 2 of the Stud 
Book were highly satisfactory, and that a large number 
of French mares had recently been imported. 


PRESENTATION TO Mr. T. DALLING. 


At a smoking concert held in the Glasgow Veterinary 
College on Friday evening, November 2nd, Mr. T. Dalling, 
M.R.C.V.S., was presented with a pocket camera as a token 
of esteem on the occasion of his departure from the College 
to take up duties with Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome 
and Co. Mr. Dalling is very highly respected by the 
Glasgow students, who have a great affection for him. 
They realise their great loss, but wish him every success 
in his new sphere. 

The Chief Constable of Merionethshire reported recently 
that during two months .over 400,000 sheep had been 
dipped twice. A great effort had been made this year to 
dip all sheep on the open mountains simultaneously, and 
during the dipping period six veterinary inspectors of 
the Ministry of Agriculture were scouring the mountains 
and assisting the police to supervise the dippings. 


Breconshire police are investigating what appears to be 
wilful horse-maiming at Llangorse. Several animals on 
the common have recently been badly cut about the legs. 
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A FRESH RESPONSIBILITY. 


For several months past, in fact ever since the 
announcement was made that James Basil Buxton 
had been appointed Professor oi Animal Pathology 
at Cambridge University, attention has been focussed 
upon the Veterinary Proiession; and in our own 
immediate circle it has been naturally focussed upon 
Professor Buxton himself. 
insinuated and sometimes said that our profession 


For years it has been 


was unable to hold its own with other learned pro- 
iessions, and was incapable of carrying out scientific 
investigations with the knowledge and ability which 
is to be found in our sister profession of medicine. 
Veterinary surgeons have not been granted oppor- 
tunities such as fall to the lot of medical men, and we 
feared greatly that this appointment would be one 


more which would slip irom our grasp, though we | 


could furnish the right man if the chance was given 
to us. The satistaction and pleasure which Mr. 
Buxton’s selection has given to the whole profession 
is well shown in the congratulations and honours 
which have been showered upon him, for though 
everyone is gratified that Mr. Buxton should so 
deservedly have been selected, there is, in addition, 
a great sense of relief that this appomtment should 
have been secured tor our own proiession. 

A grave responsibility now rests not only upon 
Pro.essor Buxton but upon ourselves, 
stands upon its trial, with the eyes of the public 


The profession 


upon it. Upon the success or otherwise of this new 
enterprise will largely depend the opportunities which 
may be made available tor veterinary surgeons in 
the tuture. 
veterinary staff need our active sympathy and our 


The newly appointed protessor and his 


practical and continued support in every way that is 
possible to us, so that those who were responsible 
for the appointment may ieel that they were amply 
justitied in the choice both ot the profession and the 


mab. 
( Continued at foot of next column.) 
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Memorandum on Cancer. 


The following passages occur in the Memorandum 
on Cancer recently issued by the Departmental 
Committee on Cancer appointed by the Minister of 
Health : 

In this nemorandum the term “ cancer ” is applied 
to a group of morbid conditions known to affect 
man and lower animals in all parts of the civilised 
world. The members of this group differ widely 
in naked-eye and microscopical appearances. They 
also differ in the age of the individuals affected, 
in the rapidity with which they run their course, and 
in their liability to become generalised throughout the 
body. But they all agree in that (i) they are mani- 
festations ot disordered overgrowth of some tissue of 
the body, (ii) they are at first local, (iii) they are not 
encapsuled, (iv) they progressively invade the 
deeper parts, (v) they readily undergo degenerative 
changes, (vi) they tend to become disseminated to 
distant parts of the body, (vii) they lead sooner or 
later to the death of the individual in the vast majority 
of cases. 

From the standpoint of preventive medicine and 
public health administration, there is a conspicuous 
contrast between cancer and groups of other morbid 
conditions, such as the acute iniectious diseases or 
tuberculosis, for which the tundamental principles 
of prevention are well established. From the mass ot 
medical experience and literature on cancer, old and 
new, we have an extensive knowledge of its natural 
course and pathological anatomy; from mortality 
and other records we know much about its occurrence 
and geographical distribution. But knowledge useful 
for its prevention is still far from complete. The root 
cause or causes on which the occurrence of cancer 


(Continued from previous column.) 

We hope it will not be long before Professor Buxton 
will see his way to publish an outline of his method 
of linking up the work of the laboratory with that of 
the clinician and general practitioner. The work 
of each is indispensable to the other, and general 
practitioners throughout the country should notily 
Professor Buxton, not merely of deaths from unknown 
causes, but oi occurrences of unexplained illnesses 
and maladies while yet in the early stages, so that 
these may be investigated at the most favourable 
period and on the spot. Diseases as they occur in 
the field cannot be transported to the laboratory. 
but a large amount of research work can be done in 
the field. 
the scheme a success rests upon us, and each of us 
must accept that responsibility to do his best to 
ensure its triumph for the honour and good name of 


We repeat, the responsibility for making 


our prolession. 
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depends remain obscure. We do not possess any 
specific means of producing immunity against cancer. 
In the space of two generations the recorded mortality 
has trebled. It has long been matter for discussion 
to what extent this increase has been due to improved 
diagnosis and more accurate certification of the cause 
of death. There can be little doubt that these factors 
have been contributory, but unfortunately it has now 
to be recognised that they will not account for the 
whole of the recorded increase. 

An increase of mortality attributed to cancer is 
the common experience of modern civilisation. 

The frequency with which ditferent parts of the 
body are attacked by fatal cancer differs greatly in 
different countries ; it may differ over a period of years 
even in the same country ; and changes are occurring 
not only in respect of the parts of the body attacked 
by cancer, but also in regard to the ages at which 
deaths occur. In this country the tendency is for 
deaths from cancer to occur later in life than formerly. 
and this change has been going on, at least amongst 
females, for many years. 

Great differences in regard to the parts of the 
body attacked by cancer also exist between the sexes. 
The excess of deaths of females (over males) from 
cancer is entirely due to malignant disease of the 
breast and generative organs ; in most other parts of 
the body a considerable excess is recorded for males. 

The large majority of people go through life, 
even to old age, without suffering from cancer, but 
the geographical and social distribution of cancer 
mortality shows that the risk of being attacked by 
cancer is one which is widely disseminated. In a 
broad sense, liability to cancer is not an attribute 
of any particular social class, profession or occupation. 
It is to be inferred, therefore, that the occurrence of 
cancer depends, to an important degree, on personal 
predisposing —_ factors. For the purpose of this 
memorandum there would be no advantage in 
detailing or summarising studies or speculations on 
the nature of those factors, on the specific, general 
or constitutional antecedents of cancer, or on the 
meaning of “ proclivity” to cancer. Knowledge is 
not far enough advanced. It is right, however, to 
point out that hereditary predisposition to cancer has 
not at present been proved to be of any practical 
importance in man: that it cannot be asserted with 
scientific authority that the use of any particular 
article of food increases the liability to cancer, or 
prevents it from appearing; that no known drug 
or preparation will prevent its appearance or cure it 
when present ; and that no danger of cancer has been 
proved to result from inhabiting houses or districts in 
which cancer happens to have been exceptionally 
common. There is no evidence to show that cancer 
is an infectious or contagious disease. 

One certain fact about cancer is that it frequently 
follows on chronic and prolonged irritation. Not 
all tissues, however, are equally liable in this respect. 
The palm of the hand, for example, in spite of its 
exposure to chronic irritation of all kinds, is probably 
never the seat of cancer. In the female breast 
cancer occurs far more commonly in the deeper 
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parts of the gland than in the nipple, which is more 
exposed to injury. Some tissues show a special 
liability to develop cancer during chronic irritation, 
such as the skin of the face, the lips, insides of cheeks, 
tongue, lower part of bowel, neck of womb. Certain 
varieties of chronic irritation, too, are more liable 
to be followed bv cancer than others. Thus, in 
the lip, long continued irritation by a clay pipe is 
particular!y dangerous: in the tongue, irritation 
by a jagged tooth or badly fitting toothplate ; in 
the womb, the chronic ulceration which may follow 
confinement. Again, syphilitic disease affecting 
the tongue or female external generative organs, 
or tuberculosis of the skin (lupus) affecting the tace, 
particularly if it has necessitated prolonged treatment, 
is liable to end in cancer. And lastly, workers in 
tar such as briquette makers, workers with anilin 
or paraffin, chimney sweeps, and mulespinners 
are apt to suffer from cancer in special parts of the 
body as a consequence of repeated irritation by the 
particular agent concerned. 

This liab'lity of cancer to tollow chronic irritation 
of so many different types is remarkable, and leads 
to the supposition that beneath them all there lies 
some common factor—-as yet unrecognised—which is 
fundamental to the passage of a chronic inflammatory 
and non-cancerous condition into one that is definitely 
cancerous. In one variety of cancer (rodent ulcer) 
the distribution of the new growth is such that it 
suggests a close relationship with the nerve supply 
of the affected part. How far this is true and how 
far modifications of the body itself as distinguished 
from the chronic irritant play a part in the ultimate 
production of the cancer it is impossible to say in 
our present state of knowledge. 

While such considerations show how far we are 
from being able to say how cancer is to be avoided, 
they indicate that there are at least some provocative 
causes of cancer which can be guarded against. 

Karly diagnosis is of the greatest importance. 
This means not only diagnosis of the actual existence 
of cancer, but, even more, diagnosis of the existence 
of abnormal conditions that are common precursors 
of cancer. Cancer itself in its early stages is almost 
invariably unaccompanied by pain, and is sometimes 
painless throughout. This painlessness of cancer 
in its early stages is one of its most insidious dangers, 
since it leads the patient to delay seeking medical 
advice. Were cancer as painful in its early stages 
as toothache, there would be far fewer of those pitiable 
cases in which the patient first seeks advice when the 
cancer has reached a stage beyond all but palliative 
treatment. 

Most medical authorities believe that in cancer 
early operation atfords the best chance to the patient, 
although they would not feel justified in stating that 
all risk of recurrence is necessarily removed by 
operation, even if undertaken in an early stage of 
the disease. But there is indubitable evidence that 
removal by operation, though ultimately followed 
by recurrence, enables many people to live a natural 
life in comfort for considerable periods, while in 
advanced cases such removal may relieve or prevent 
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prolonged suffering. There are many cases, moreover, 


in which cancerous growths have been removed once | 


and for all, the patient has lived for vears aiterwards 
without recurrence, and has ultimately died from an 
entirely different cause. 

Evidence is accumulating that in some varieties 
of cancer, and in some situations, radium or X-ray 
treatment, or diathermy, carried out by expert 


medical practitioners, offers at least as good a chance 


to the patient as surgery, without the attendant 
disadvantages, and in other cases it may be tried 
when surgery is out of the question. ; 

It is not contemplated or suggested that there 
should be established throughout the country a public 
cancer service, analogous to the services for tubercu- 
losis or venereal diseases, or that for treating acute 
infectious diseases. Even if such a service were 
considered desirable, it would be out of the question 
until other matters, such as the improvement ol 
undergraduate and post-graduate medical education 
in cancer diagnosis and treatment, have been jurther 
developed. But public health authorities, insurance 
committees, boards of guardians or other publi 
bodies concerned should not feel discouraged from 
individual action within the competence of these 
bodies from assisting in securing better {facilities {or 
diagnosis or more effective treatment of cancer in the 
areas or institutions under their jurisdiction. It has 
for example, been suggested that loca! authorities. in 
conjunction with the local representative bodies oi 
the medical profession in suitable areas (acting 
through a special cancer committee or otherwise) 
might periodically undertake a review of such ques 


tions as the following, considering in each instance | 


whether steps could and should be taken to meet the 
requirements of the area and the medical profession 
within it, and enlisting the help of all who are likely 
to be of assistance : 

(i) Improving the local facilities for clinical con 
sultations and for pathological examinations ; 

(ii) Improving the local facilities for cancer treat- 
ment (operative or provision of X-ray and radium 
apparatus), and considering the adequacy of arrange- 
ments for this purpose at hospitals. local institutions. 
etc., which serve the area : 

(iii) Improving the facilities for transport of 
patients ; 

(iv) Arranging locally for post-graduate demonstra- 
tions, lectures, or courses on cancer for medical men 
practising in the area ; 

(v) Arranging locally for the education of the 
public. 

Should such local medical consideration of cancer 
protlems lead to applications for the assistance or 
co-operation of public health authorities as well as 
of voluntary agencies and individuals, the Minister 
is confident that these applications will be considered 
practically and sympathetically by those to whom 
they are addressed. The department will be glad at 
any time to receive communications on the matters 
above outlined in cases in which it would appear 
that its action would be helpful or its knowledge of 
local progress in dealing with cancer questions 
might be increased..-The Journal of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene, 1923, October Ist. 
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Clinical Report. 


Th: Editor will ba glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases. 


Twin-headed Lamb. 
By L. F. Eapy, M.R.C.V.S.. Kirkwall. 


At 2.30 a.m. on Monday, April 10th, 1922, IT was 
called to a neighbouring farm to attend a ewe which 
was experiencing a difficulty in lambing. 

On first examination an apparently normal presen- 
tation was revealed, and yet there seemed to be some 
obstruction preventing the expulsion of the foetus. 
On further manipulation a second head could be felt 
in the region of the left side, and this could be traced 
and found attached to the same neck as the first head. 

The abnormality was reported to the owner, 
who thought that there would be no possibility of 
removing the freak, and that the ewe should be 
destroyed. But, by careful manipulation, the lamb 
was removed with the two heads attached and living : 
a second (normal) lamb being taken away directly 
afterwards. The lreak appeared to be breathing 
alternately from one head to the other, and no doubt 
would have lived some time. but, as the owner was not 
desirous ol keeping it alive, it was destroyed, and the 
carcase was brought to my surgery for post-mortem, 

The examination revealed a perfectly normal body 
and two perfect heads, as the photograph shows. 
the heads apparently being attached at the first 
cervical vertebra. 

To prevent damaging the specimen for preservation 
and mounting, the heads were not interfered with. 

It might be interesting to add that the ewe proved 
in lamb alter this, and that, subsequently, | visited 
the same farm and removed a dead lamb from the 


Same ewe, 














The proposed amaleamation with the Cleveland Bay 
Society having fallen through. the Council of the Yorkshire 
Coach Horse Society met to consider its future policy. 
It was decided to continue the work of the Society, and 
to contribute £10 towards prizes for the breed at the 


Yorkshire show next year 
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Divisional Report. 





Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland. 


A general meeting of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland was held at the Royal 
Veterinary College. Ballsbridge, on Wednesday, 16th 
May, 1923. Mr. K. C. Winter, President, occupying 
the chair. ; 

The minutes of the two preceding meetings were 
taken as read, 

Letters regretting their inability to reconsider 
their decision to resign membership were received 
iron Mr. 8. Hunter, Belfast, and Mr. Prentice. 
They were noted with regret. 

Mr. J. Gregg, Belfast, wrote apologising for non- 
attendance, and enclosing literature dealing with a 
scheme for prize milch cows now in operation in the 
six counties. The secretary was directed to convey 
thanks of the meeting to Mr. Gregg for his communi- 
cation. 

Mr. A. Snodgrass was elected a member. 

A circular dealing with a recent enquiry into the 
reniuneration and duties of Veterinary ‘Inspectors 
in Waterford was read and noted with satisfaction. 


PRESIDENTS ADDRESS. 

Mr. K. C. Winter then addressed the meeting 
as follows : | 

I believe it is customary for a newly-elected 
president to say a few words to his constituents 
on the first occasion of his meeting them in his new 
capacity. I am sorry that to-day my few words 
cannot be of a very cheery kind, but we all hope 
that there are brighter times in store for us and for 
our country. We are passing through a transition 
stage, and we now have an opportunity of showing 
what we can and should do for the good of the 
community at large and, incidentally, for ourselves. 
In the past a great deal of the work that should have 
been done, and would have been done, by veterinary 
surgeons was delegated to men who were expected 
to draw the salary but not to do the work. In fact, 
if they did do the work, they were not wanted, and they 
very soon found that out and acted accordingly. 
The paid salaries were in most cases totally inadequate, 
and would not pay the expenses, and the whole matter 
was a farce. The public were the sufferers. 

We have now a chance of asserting ourselves, and 
we should rise to the occasion and show the public 
that we only are properly qualified by our training 
and education to fill such posts as those of meat 
and milk and dairy inspectors ; posts that have been 
filled by men in no way qualified for the work, and 
some of whom were themselves the worst offenders. 

The state of this country for the last few years 
has hit practitioners very hard. With the decline 
in horse breeding, the depreciation in the value of 





stock, and the exodus of the moneyed clients who | 
were able to go, some of us are hard put to it to make | 
our daily bread. There is, however, a large and | 
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useful field open to us in the treatment and prevention 
of contagious diseases, in meat, milk, and dairy 
inspection, and in the eradication of such scourges 
as tuberculosis, anthrax, and swine fever. The ques- 
tion of tuberculosis is being properly handled in the 
United States at the moment by the adoption of The 
Accredited Herd System. By this means it would 
be quite possible to eradicate the disease in this 
country, and then to keep it out, which our insular 
position should enable us to do. 

We should impress on the Government the 
importance of restricting the sale and use of tuberculin 
to properly qualified men, so as to make the test of 
some value, and to keep up the credit of our best 
national asset, viz., our live stock. 

Many of us are familiar with cases where the test, 
and the man who made it, have been discredited by 
animals reacting after being sold and tested, on 
account of the unscrupulous use of tuberculin by the 
seller a short time before the test was made. 

Again, we must educate the public to insist on all 
animal products intended for human food being 
properly inspected before being put on sale, and not 
only inspected when exposed. | Everyone who knows 
anything about meat inspection will insist on both 
ante and post-mortem examination. In the case ol 
milk the inspection should start at the byre and 
include the cows themselves, the attendants, the 
cow sheds, the utensils and the handling and transit. 
as well as the distribution. This question is also 
being tackled in earnest in the United States, and it 
could and should be done here as well. 

The recent rapprochement between the medical 
profession and ourselves in England is a step in the 
right direction, for it is only by co-operation that we 
can achieve anything for the good of our fellow men. 

We owe this rapprochement largely to the action 
of Professor Hobday, than whom the veterinary 
profession has no warmer advocate. 

Some years ago the British Government made an 
experiment to find out the probable cost of stamping 
out tuberculosis, but the cost appalled the Treasury, 
and the matter was dropped. One day’s cost of the 
late war would have gone very far in doing this, and 
in saving millions of money and many lives that are 
annually wasted, and are a source of contagion to 
others. If tuberculosis killed its victims quickly, 
it would have been attacked vigorously long ago and 
stamped out. I am afraid a good many people 
look on it as a visitation of Providence, and a thing 
to be borne as best we can, instead of tackling the 
problem as it should be tackled. There are many 
other avenues open to our younger members which 
must be exploited if they are to live in the future. 
There is small animals practice, research (which 
must be Government-aided), and preventive medicine, 
meat and milk inspection, and the careful watching 
of our shores to prevent the entrance of contagious 
disease. 

Those remarks of mine, however, might as well 
remain unsaid if our graduates do not see the value 
of co-operation and unity, and do not act up to the 
motto of our profession: Vis unita fortior. 
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We can do nothing as units, we can do everything 
as a united body, showing a solid front; and I have no 
patience with men who will not give up the time 
necessary to attend our meetings, or pay the small 
subscription to one of our associations, and come and 
aid us by their counsel and advice, but who will 
freely criticise our actions and say: “ Your societies 
do no good.” Why do not they come and do some 
of the work and help us to progress as we should ? 

You will see by the report presented to you that 
your council is not sleeping, that we are fully alive 
to our opportunities, and aware of our shortcomings. 
and that we are doing our best to mend them. 

There has !ately been an important innovation in 
the profession the registration of a lady member. 
Some of us know this lady personally, and if we could 
get a few more such workers amongst us, it would be 
better for us all. The profession is to be congratu- 
lated on having such a member. 

The Council of the R.C.V.S. has also decided to 
have internal examiners, which is, I think, a step 
in the right direction. 

There is a movement on foot to attack our One 
Portal System, which we should, in my opinion, 
resist with all our might. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for having elected me to 
this responsible office, and I hope, with the hearty 
co-operation of the Council and its officers, and the 
support of the profession at large, to hand over the 
office to my successor in no worse condition than I 
found it, and at the end of my year ot office to have 
done my bit in stabilising and developing our 
position. (Applause.) 

Professor CRAIG, in proposing a hearty vote of 
thanks to the President, said that the most important 
aspects of the profession, had certainly been reviewed 
in the address. He drew attention to the fact 
that the President had, from the point of view of the 
profession and the association, emphasised the 
necessity for co-operation by the members for the 
safeguarding of their rights. 

Mr. Howarp seconded the motion, and said that 
the President had mentioned the necessity for the 
younger members’ earnest support of the Association. 
He was glad to see a good number of them present 
on that occasion, and hoped they would be as enthusi- 
astic supporters as Mr. Winter had been in the past. 
It was the duty, he contended, of every member who 
was concerned for the interests of the profession 
to support their Association, because it was only by’ 
unfailing co-operation in the Association that anv good 
could be done for the profession. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

The Hon. Secretary, Professor J. J. O'Connor, 
then read minutes dealing with the result of the 
interview between the Council’s deputation and the 
representatives of Dail Eireann on the subject of the 
reorganisation of the Veterinary Service in the Free 
State. 

The PrEstDENT emphasised the necessity for those 
members of the Association who had any influence 
with any Teachtairi of the Dail exerting all their 
powers at once to interest those Teachtairi in the 
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projected scheme, even with a view to getting in the 
thin edge of the wedge first. 

Speaking on the subject of the negotiations with 
the Dail, Mr. Conway proposed that some report 
about the meetings which had taken place during 
the previous six months should be sent to the Press. 
He, too, thought it would be well to get in the thin 
edge of the wedge now. 

The PREsIDENT replied that that was his opinion 
of the course to be pursued, but, he added, some of 
the members of the deputation thought that step 
would be impolitic. It had been urged that such 
action might influence the Medical Profession (a much 
stronger body) to move, and that possibility was 
considered by them to be conceivably prejudicial 
to their own case. He pointed out, however, that 
this was a general meeting, with power to do anything 
it considered should be done in connection with the 
matter. 

Mr. Conway expressed disappointment that a 
report of some kind had not appeared in the Press. 

The PRESIDENT agreed with his views, and asked 
the meeting to declare its wishes as to the steps 
to be taken. 

Mr. Conway said that another matter in which 
he was interested was the reduction of the tax on 
motor cars to members of the Association. He asked 
why they could not move on this point, and let the 
public know the Association was a live force. 

The PREstDENT replied that he was of opinion that 
if the Medical Profession succeeded in its efforts to 
secure a rebate for its members, the members of the 
Veterinary Profession would receive the same benefit 
as a natural conseyuence. 

Mr. Conway asked, why should that Association 
wait till that eventuality ? Adverting to the negotia- 
tions regarding the reorganisation of the service 
he proposed that a brief outline of what was being 
done be given to the Press, and that some of the 
President’s references on the subject of the one 
portal system be included init. |The public, he added, 
was interested in the latter point, and he thought 
it should be made aware of the fact that they had a 
President. 

The PrestpeNr remarked that such a course 
might be for the good of the profession. 

Mr. Crowe, in seconding Mr. Conway’s proposal, 
mentioned that he had himself come to town as a 
member of a deputation to the Dail on another 
matter, and that he would make it his business to get 
in touch with the labour members and solicit their 
support tor any scheme brought forward on behali 
of the profession. It was also his intention to place 
all the facts before Mr. Davin, the Teachtaire from 
his own constituency, and he ventured to say that 
this member would lend his full support in the matter. 

Mr. O'Dea referred to the question of the publi- 
cation of the interview with the Minister of Agri- 
culture, and said he agreed with Mr. Conway's 
suggestion as to advertising the facts. He thought, 
however, that anything the Minister had said in the 
interview should not be given publicity ; or, if pub- 
lished, it should only be done with his prior sanction 
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Mr. Howarp stated, in connection with some of 
the remarks relative to the publishing of the facts 
concerning the negotiations mentioned that he would 
like to offer an explanation as one who had been 
opposed to their publication at the time referred to. | 
He had been opposed to the step at that particular | 
moment, as he thought it would have been very injudi- 
cious to give away any information thev had received, 
or to let it be known that there had been a conference 
then. Now, however. it was quite a different matter 
to announce that there had been a meeting to consider 
proposals for a reconstructed Veterinary Service 
yet without going into details. 

Asked if he would agree to the mention of the tact 
that there had been a deputation to the Minister, 
Mr. Howard replied that he thought it could be done 
in a general way. 

Professor CraiG said he took it that Mr. Conway's 
resolution meant that a kind of pithy statement be 
published. No harm could come of that. So far 
as he understood the previous considerations in the 
case, there had been a question of giving to the papers 
an account of the objects of the deputation and the 
conversations of both parties to the Conference. 
The present proposition was, he believed, altogether 
different. He agreed that its adoption would be 
of some service at this tuncture. 

Mr. Conway's proposal was accordingly — put 
to the meeting, and was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that since the discussions 
in question he had had a talk with Mr. J. J. Parkinson, 
who had informed him that there was a new Bill 
in contemplation which would give the Minister 
powers to deal with all those matters himself. Mr. 
Parkinson promised to keep them posted on this 
point. He had, the President added, succeeded in 
interesting several other senators in their project. 
and he again urged all the members of the Association 
to endeavour to influence every possible member 
of the Dail and Senate; to whom it could be pointed 
out at the same time that it was not solely for them- 
selves, but for the public good that the Veterinary 
Profession was working. 

Mr. J. HEALY said that he wished to bring a matter 
concerning himself before the meeting. He had 
been veterinary inspector of a well-known Cork 
district for over forty years. Some months ago 
he was notified that his services were about to be 
dispensed with, and this had been duly done. He 
thought the case should be brought before Dail 
Eireann in some way or other, because he believed 
that any veterinary inspector who took an appoint- 
ment under the new Government should know exactly 
where he stood. His appointment had been a 
County Council one, and he had been superseded 
by a man who had come to reside in the district 
within the last seven years a man who, he thought, 
was not a member of the Association. 

The PrestpENT replied that he could not see any 
immediate remedy, and asked Mr. Healy for a definite 
suggestion. 





(T'o he continued, ) 
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Light Horse Breeding in 1922-23. 


Figures relating to the above subject are published 
in the Journal of the Ministry of Agriculture for 
October. 


SERVICES IN 1922. No.of mares Average per 


served. stallion. 
12 Super premiums ol 855 71 
45 King’s e ... 93,034 67 
15 Ministry’s _,, bi 872 58 
5 Riding pony ,, ene 205 41 


FoALiInG RESULTS OF 1921 SEASON. 
No. mares No. returns 
served furnishedto Average 


in 1921. Ministry. percentag>. 
12 Super premiums... 941 833 5] 
18 King’s - ... 3,407 3,154 54 
26 Ministry’s ... 1,398 1,228 54 
5 Riding pony ,, ... 263 243 60 


Two stallions obtained 7i per cent. 
THe Horse-Breevine Act, 1918, DURING 1921-22. 
3,479 stallions were licensed, as compared with 
3,816 in the previous year-——that is a drop of 337. 
Of the 3,479 licensed animals, 3,129 were pedigreed. 


Number of Stallions licensed or refused. 


Pedigree Non-pedigree. 

Heavy Licensed. Refused. Licensed. Refused. 
Shire oe .. 2,062 106 122 8 
Clydesdale... ae * y 16 7 l 
Suffolk — oi SB 8 2 I 
Percheron... ” 47 — 2 : 
Others ” _ 80 5 

Light : 

Hackney sie . 2 5 1] 2 
T.B. sh = 150 7 4 
Arab _ sale 17 l 3 
Hunter as ie f 
Ponies — (ineluding 

Welsh Cobs) sas 176 3 63 2 


Cleveland Bay, Yorkshire Coach, Welsh Roadster, 
and American Trotters omitted. 

165 animals were rejected--16 after appeal; there 
were 28 appeals, of which 12 succeeded. 


Prescribed Diseases and Defects causing Rejections :—- 


Roaring me a es a 37 
Whistling bas ” de a 39 
Sidebone re ~ ee 7 29 
Cataract ae wile bias te 15 
Ringbone re iss ~~ Le 16 
Bone spavin... bas er PP 3 
Defective genitalia... dee ei 6 
Springhalt ane » mI a 1] 
Shivering bie ns - 8 
General unsuitability ae ees | 

165 


The reasons for refusal are not further analysed 
under breeds. It is stated that the information in 
the hands of the Ministry suggests that the unsound 
cheap stallion, which formerly travelled, practically 
has been driven from the road. 
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PRESENTATION TO Masgor G. W. DUNKIN. 


Prior to leaving Canterbury to take up his position 
as Superintendent of the Field Laboratories of the 
Medical Research Council, Major Dunkin, M.R.C.V.S.., 
D.V.H.Liv., was entertained by members of the 
Canterbury Club. 

About 50 friends from Canterbury and the district 
were present to express the high esteem and regard 
in which Major Dunkin was held, and the speeches 
made showed that he had not only scored a personal 
triumph as a veterinary practitioner and citizen, 
but that he had very considerably elevated the 
profession as a whole in the eyes of the district in 
which he lived. 

In returning thanks, after the chairman had, 
on behalf of the subscribers, presented him with a 
handsome wrist watch, Major DuNKIN seized the 
opportunity to point out again to his hearers how the 
Veterinary Profession was rapidly rising to take its 
proper place among the scientific bodies, and showed 
how vital it is that, although the Medical and Veter- 
inary Professions had each their own sphere of activity, 
vet the necessity of close contact between them, 
both for the good of themselves and the community 
at large, was growing more and more urgent. 
Commenting on the above, Major P. J. Simpson 
writes: “ We must congratulate Major Dunkin on 
his taking this opportunity of placing a seal on the 
propaganda for the good of the profession that he 
has been quietly spreading whilst practising in 
Canterbury. We know that this function is by no 
means an isolated instance of such an event taking 
place in the Veterinary Profession, and that Major 
Dunkin is not the only one doing good and useful 
work, but it should be quoted, as an example to all 
the members of the profession, as, in my opinion, 
‘intimate’ talks to our lay friends do far more to 
help raise the profession to the position in which it 
should be held than airy speeches of a more or less 
set character, given at formal gatherings consisting 
mainly of veterinary surgeons. _ Let us all, therefore, 
take every opportunity to put forward our rightful 
claims as a profession in a _ broad-minded way, 
avoiding personalities, and narrow-mindedness, and, 
above all, by our individual actions to prove that 
these claims 2 are well founded.” 


Notice. 


In order to stimulate members to record cases and 
write articles, and also to encourage original research, 
the Editorial Committee offer a sum of two guineas 
monthly for the article on original work, clinical or 
otherwise, the same having not been previously 
published, which in their opinion is of greatest merit 
and interest. Contributions should be sent to: 

THE EpIToR OF THE “ VETERINARY RECORD,” 

10 Gray’s INN SQUARE, 
Lonpon, W.C.1 


The Editorial Committee reserve the right to 
publish or refuse any article so contributed. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 
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NVYotes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 


| these columns 


NOTICE TO DIVISIONAL SECRETARIES. 

The Editorial Committee, wishing to be of assistance to the divisions, 
and with a view to achieving uniformity in the reports of meetings, 
and acceleration in their publication in the Record, are pre pared to 
send their representative to report their proceedings. 

Will Secretaries of divisions, wishing to avail themselves of this 
offer, torward particulars as to dates, times, and places of meeting 
to the Editor, 10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1, at least a month prior 
to such meetings, when the scale of charges will be forwarded to 
them ? 

Diary of Events. 

Nov. 17th—-Meeting of the West of Scotland Division 
at Glasgow. 

Nov. 2lst—National Milk Conference on Pasteurisa- 
tion, Guildhall, London. 

Nov. 22nd-— Meeting of the Western Counties Division 
at Exeter. 

Nov. 24-28th—Centenary Celebrations of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

Nov. 24th—Foundation of Dick College, 1823. 

Nov. 30th—December Examination Fees due. 
Meeting of the Royal Counties Division, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 

Dec. 5th—Meeting of the Southern Counties Division 
at Salisbury. 

Dec. 6th—Meeting of the Midland Counties Division 
at Leicester. 

Dec. 7th--Written Examinations, R.C.V.S. 

Dec. 11th--Oral Examinations begin. 


This week we have made a start in our new offices 
at 10 Gray’s Inn Square. and are busy putting our 
papers, etcetera, in order. We are sadly in need of 
furniture and fittings suitable for and in keeping 
with the standing of the Association. Will some good 
friends of ours present us with one or more articles ¢ 
Or will some of the richer divisions give some piece 
of furniture out of their accumulated funds ? 
We mention a few things that are needed in the hope 
that some one will respond : 

A good carpet about 10 feet square, 
Board room table, 
Good chairs, . 
New typewriter, 
Duplicating machine. 
* x % x 

Last week the General Secretary paid a visit to the 
Yorkshire Division at Leeds, on the oceasion of the 
annual meeting. It was pleasant to see many of 
the older members present, in spite of the bitter cold 
and wet weather. The genial goodfellowship of 
these North Countrymen perhaps makes them 
impervious to the vagaries of our climate. Mr. 
McKinna, of Huddersfield, was there, and it was noted 
with pleasure by all that he is at last improved in 
health and able to get about more. Mr. S. E. 
Sampson, President of the North Midlands, who always 
seems to be a typical Yorkshireman, had his usual 
happy smile. Mr. McCormick, generally known as 
“the ideal treasurer,” Mr. Clarkson, and Colonel 
Bowes were most kind in making the visit of those 
who came from London truly pleasant and enjoyable. 
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The Senate of Cambridge University has granted | 
the Degree of Master of Arts ex honoris causa to | 
Professor J. B. Buxton. Once more we are pleased | 
to add our congratulations to those which Professor | 
Buxton is receiving from all parts of the world. | 


* * * ok his correspondents —- —. 


Those who are thinking of standing for election 


minds soon and let us know their intentions early in 
December. The colonial voting papers go out in 
January, and it is only fair to colonials that they 
should have some knowledge of the views of those 
who are asking for votes and some time to consider 
whom they shall select. The columns of this journal 
are open to those who wish to address the members, 
or to discuss matters of professional interest apper- 
taining to the Council Election. 


to the Council of the R.C.V.S. should make up their | eta 
| 
| 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


LANDING OF [IRISH ANIMALS PROHIBITED. 


A Dublin message to the Times of November 8th, says : 


The Free State Department of Agriculture announced 
last evening that it was officially informed yesterday by 
the Ministry of Agriculture that foot-and-mouth disease 
was found on November 5th at Leeds abattoir in Irish 
animals which left Birkenhead landing-place on October 
3ist. 

In consequence, the British Ministry have made an 
order prohibiting the landing of all animals from Ireland 
pending inquiries into the health of stock at the place 
from which the diseased animals originally came. No 
information is yet to hand as to the place of origin, and the 
Department is awaiting fuller particulars with a view to 
carrying out the necessary investigations if that place 
should be found tu be in the Free State 

This message was fo'lowed, on November 3th, by 
one which informed the Times that the Irish Department 
of Agriculture had concluded its investigations into the 
alleged outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in [reland 
and announced that it had established the fact that the 
country had an absolutely clean bill of health. its 
inspectors had conducted the most exhaustive inquiry 
throughout the 26 counties, and had failed to find the least 
trace of the disease 

Representations had been made to the British Board 
of Agriculture with a view to the early removal of the 
embargo on [rish cattle at British ports The Irish cattle 
trade was confident that the @xisting restrictions would 
disappear during the week, and that normal trade relations 
between the two countries would be restored without delay 

\t a meeting of the Trish Exporters’ Association held 
in Dublin a letter was read from the Scottish branch o 
the association complaining of the slaughter of catile at 
Merklands without any compensation to the owners 
The Lrish exporters decided to co-operate with their 
Scottish colleagues in demanding compensation from the 
British Government 

Mr. Philip Deighton, of Selby, is believed to have 
created a record by completing sixty years’ work as a 
veterinary surgeon Born at the East Riding village of 
North Duffield, the son of Mr. W. Deighton, a well-known 
farmer, he commenced work at sixteen and has been 
attending to farm>rs’ interests ever since. 








Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than bv the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease Etiology. 


Yo THe Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,— In writing the history of many outbreaks of this dis- 
| ease, the connecting link is not to be found. Over fifty 
| vears ago « farmer in Berwickshire told me his experience 
| of two outbreaks which took place on his farm. <A few 
years before that time it was very prevalent in the Border 
Counties, and then it subsided considerably. The first 
of these two cases was discovered one afternoon when 
clipping the few remaining sheep for that season. I forget 


now if he gave any more than one particular about that 
case, viz.: that it was the last case in Berwickshire 
that year. There was no disease next year until the time 
when fat sheep may be clipped before they are sent to the 
butcher or the auction mart. No such disease existed 
in Berwickshire then, nor was there any contact with any 
disease in any other county. This farmer at that time had 
some fat sheep to sell, and decided to clip them before 
sending them to be sold. The shepherd reached up his 
arm and brought his overalls from the top of the old- 
fashioned box bed (quite common then), put them on and 
clipped the sheep. As nearly as I can remember, it was 
within fourteen days after that there occurred foot and 

mouth disease among the remaining sheep on the farm ; the 
first case of that disease in Berwickshire that year, and 
there was no other case anywhere else near. From where 
did the disease come ? There is one item of procedure 
which I have not given you: After the shepherd put on 
his overalls, the first thing he did was to bring all that lot 
of sheep to an enclosed small place, handle them, and 
select the best ones, then to clip the selected ones. After 
the shepherd had clipped the affected ones the previous 


Scotlund’s cattle now number’ 1,190,033 head (or an 
increase of 43,226 over the 1922 figures). Her sheep 
number 6,762,798 (or 78.701 increase), and her pigs 184,925 


(or 34,041 increase). 

The weight-carrying Hunter—at least, the one with 
quality and galloping powers and the ability to carry a 
15-stone man—is a difficult horse to breed, and conse- 
quently herd to find. 

The Royal Dublin Society’s fixtures for 1924 include :— 
Show and Sale of Pure-bred Bulls and Boars, 4th and 5th 
March; Spring Show, I4th-l7th May; Horse Show, 
5th-8th August, a week earlier than last year. 

Mr. Horace L. Roberts, F.R.C.V.S. (Labour and Social- 
ist), missed election to the Town Council of the County 
Borough of Ipswich by the narrow margin of 33 votes, 
securing 1,501 votes against 1,534, obtained by the sitting 
member, a Coalition Liberal, who ts the head of a large 





engineering firm, and has represented Bridge Ward for 





the past 13 years. 
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summer he rolled up his overalls and laid them upon the 
top of the box bed, and they were never taken from there 
until the occasion of clipping these fat sheep. Is_ it 
wrong to believe that these overalls contained the germ 
of the disease in a vital condition from the late clipping 
time of year until early clipping time next year, when they 
showed their vitality at the usual time and in the custom- 
ary manner ?-—Yours truly, JOHN Cameron, 8 Bridge 
Street, Berwick-on-Tweed. 


“‘Jersey.”’ 
To THE Eprrork or THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir. —Mr. Gray's letter is evidently meant for me, so 
I venture to assure him that Lama blackleg by conviction, 
as | believe that competition is the best test as to the 
proper rate of pay for any post. 

Now let us use a little common sense A public 
authority living in an island with a lovely climate requires 
a veterinary surgeon to fill a post which will occupy him 
two hours in the morning and two hours in the afternoon 
The local men demand 500. The public authority 
reasons thus: * We are just over a 4) years’ war’; surely 
we can get a good man from somewhere outside for less 
money than that, for there must be many whom the war 
has crocked and made unfit for the rough-and-tumble of 
private practice in’ England.” They then advertise, 
and without any difficulty secure the services of an 
experienced veterinary surgeon for half the sum that the 


local men demanded. Surely the whole thing simply 
speaks of pure common sense. The Jersey taxpayer 


gets a competent man fora very little ; and the veterinary 
surgeon whose health does not admit of ordinary 
practice gets a job which suits him. Everything in the 
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garden is lovely, and then the N.V.M.A. steps in, suggests 
that the practitioner may or may not be competent, and 
that the others in the island ought to make it unpleasant 
for him. 

Could there be a better example than this of the hatred 
on which trades unionism is founded, hatred for those 
outside their union? Do you realise that if trades 
unions are prevented from intimidation that they would 
no longer exist? The only object of trades unionists 
is to exact an exorbitant wage from the pockets of those 
outside their own union; it ts not to get what they are 
worth, because they would get that by the operation of 


| competition without any trades union at all. Trades 


unionists—in my opinion -care nothing for the common 
weal; they are out for their own narrow selfish interests. 
and the public may go hang. 

As for Mr. Gray’s Socialism, the trend of the world is 
surely and steadily away from it, because human nature, 
being instinctively competitive, will not stand the drain 


| of it; we are moving back to reality and common sense, 


and I strongly recommend to Mr. Gray a good dose of the 
cheery Fascist spirit; it will cure Socialism and the 
‘inward-turning eye,’ because Fascism is rooted in the 
two greatest things of all, viz., Truth (reality and human 
nature) and Love (the only thing that can raise human 
nature out of its natural selfishness)-Yours truly. 
A. S. Leese. Veterinary Infirmary, 20 St. George’s Square, 
Stamford, 
10th November, 1923. 

{[Mr. A. S. Leese is not a member of the National, yet we 
are not conscious of any feeling of hatred towards him. 
Perhaps we are not true Trades Unionists.— Ep.]. 


The Editor begs to acknowledge the receipt of the following : 

Communications from Captain J. B. Idle, Messrs. 
W. G. Blackwell, J. Ewing Johnston, and G. P. Male. 

Report of a meeting of the Yorkshire Division from 
Mr. J. Clarkson, Hon. Secretary 





SERUM LABORATORY, 


ANTWERP. 


(Formerly LABORATORY VANDERHEYDEN, LTD.) 
Founded in 1906. 





By Appointment to the Belgian Government for 
Sero~Vaccination against Swine Erysipelas, etc. 





Members of the Veterinary Profession may 
obtain Serum and Vaccines against Swine Erysipelas, 
Strangles, Tetanus, White Scour, Canine Distem- 


per, Lymphangitis, Polyarthritis, etc., also Tuberculin. 





Price List and Instructions sent on application 


to the Laboratory : 


39 et 41 RUE DES MOUCHES, 
ANTWERP. 


Telegrams: “ LABOSERUM, ANTWERP.” 








GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 


ASSURANCE CORPORATION LIMITED 


PERTH, SCOTLAND & ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. 
Pioneers for Live Stock Insurance. 


Farm Horses. ; 
In-foal Mares Hunters. — 


and Foals. | Show I Marine Transit 
Stailions. e to all Parts. 


LIBERAL TERMS to the VETERINARY PROFESSION 


Bloodstock | Pedigree and 














In response to enquiries by members of the pro- 
fession engaged in the treatment of 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE, 


we have made arrangements to supply 


DISINFECTANT FLUID 


in 40-42 gallon Casks, 
at 2/4 the gallon. 


Casks are not charged for, and consignments will be 


put on rail at Liverpool free of charge. 


Tel.: Laboratory Furnisher, 
Royal 995. K. A. FULTON, Scientific Instrument Maker, 
161 BROWNLOW HILL, LIVERPOOL. 


pS nee Seal 
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The Cure of Canine Distemper. 


HE attention of the Veterinary Profession is called to the remarkable results achieved 


in cases of Distemper after treatment with Lintox. 


Moreover, these satisfactory 


results have been reached so rapidly after the commencement of the treatment, and success 
has been so definite and assured, even in advanced cases, that Veterinary Surgeons should 
investigate our claim that, in Lintox, there is now a reliable and speedy remedy for Canine 


Distemper. 


Many testimonials have been received as to the value of Lintox and the treatment of Distemper. 


His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, M.F.H., writes : 
“Your Cure for Distemper was tried by me with 


the most successful results 
instantaneous and gratifying success. 


with almost 
I have 


no hesitation in recommending your Cure.” 











FOR DISTEMPER. 





From your usual Supply House, or from 


The Badminton Distemper Cure Co., Ltd., 9 Knightsbridge, London,’ S.W.1. 





























McDOUGALL’S 


MANGE DRESSING 


IS A VALUABLE REMEDY FOR MANGE, 
RINGWORM, AND ALL SKIN DISEASES OF 
A PARASITIC NATURE IN DOGS, HORSES, 
CATTLE, ETC. 


Non-Poisonous and Non-Irritant. 


McDougall’s Mange Dressing has won the confidence 
of the profession, and is now supplied in large quantities 


to Veterinary Surgeons all over the world. 
i 


In Boxes containing One Dozen 8oz. 
packets, andin 7lb. Tins for dispensing. 


MCDOUGALL’S MCDOUGALL'S 
ANTISEPTIC DRESSING. ANIMAL SHAMPOO 


A splendid veterinary is unrivalled for killing 
preparation for dressing ticks, lice and fleas, and 
sores and wounds of every giving a beautiful gloss to 
description. the coat of any animal. 








The above three preparations are supplied in 
plain packets and tins without makers’ name. 





REMEMBER ! 
McDougall’s Veterinary Remedies are the result 
of many years’ patient scientific research. 


‘<0, McDougall & Robertson, Ltd., i. 


Manufacturing Chemists, 


PORT ST., MANCHESTER. 
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BOTULISM 


is the term applied to an intoxication produced by 
the toxin of Bacillus Botulinus, Types A and B. 
The symptom-complex of botulinus poisoning in 
domestic animals is identical with a number of 
conditions frequently observed in horses, cattle, 
sheep, and often referred to as 


Grass Disease 

Borna Disease 

Forage Poisoning 

Blind Staggers 

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis 
The Bacillus Botulinus is found in the soil, on hay, 
grain and forages and in stagnant water. Intoxi- 
cation usually takes place through the digestive 
tract from consuming food or water containing the 


toxin elaborated by the growth of the organism 
outside the animal body. 


JEN-SAL 
POLY VALENT BOTULINUS ANTITOXIN 


Prepared under U.S. Government License No. 107 is indicated as 
a prophylactic and curative measure (Standardized in antitoxic 
units). It is a 100% prophylactic product. 


Offered in 40 and 200 mil bottles. 
Distributing Agents for the United Ringdom. 


WILLOWS, FRANCIS, BUTLER & THOMPSON, 
LTD., 
40 ALDERSGATE STREET, E C. 









































